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Gypsy Caravan' film feels good, lacks
substance
Friday, October 12, 2007

John Petkovic
Plain Dealer Reporter

When asked what these disparate Gypsy musicians on their rambling, multinational caravan
have in common, one of them says, "Rhythm, language . . . and feeling."

What "Gypsy Caravan" lacks in rhythm or language it makes up for in feeling -- which makes
it an enjoyable if flawed portrait of Gypsy singers and musicians on tour.

Veteran documentary filmmaker Albert Maysles' film follows five very different Gypsy bands --
from Romania, Macedonia, India and Spain -- on a 2001 North American tour. The objective,
of the tour and film, is to not only entertain audiences but also to expose them to the breadth
and life of the Gypsy soul.

 Advertisement

 

 

With electric performers such as Esma Redzepova on his bus, Maysles doesn't have to do
much to achieve his goal.

The Macedonian singer who carries the title of "Queen of the Gypsies" delivers a ululating,
emotive performance. She's also a colorful character: Redzepova became a teenage
sensation in the former Yugoslavia in the 1950s and married a non-Gypsy Macedonian
musician with whom she adopted 47 children.

Maysles touches on this but quickly leapfrogs to his next musician -- a process that makes
for an interesting intro to the cast but never fully explores what it is that separates them from
other Gypsy musicians.

Ditto for Nicolae Neascu, a violin player in Romanian Gypsy group Taraf de Haidouks. He
seems to be a treasure of stories and color, yet Maysles jumps back to the bus again --
where he captures some chit-chat before documenting the next show.

(He also includes an interview with Johnny Depp -- the only nonmusician, non-Gypsy
interviewed in the film -- who discusses how Gypsies are long misunderstood and were
persecuted by the Nazis in a brutal genocide.)

There's nothing wrong with providing background or focusing on the music. After all, the story

• Subscribe
• Today's Paper & More

INSIDE FRIDAY!

• Friday! Home
• The Plain Dealer
• After Dark
• Art Matters
• Laugh Track
• Minister of Culture
• Shop Talk
• Auditions
• Browsing the Arts 
• Clubs
• Just Announced
• Major Venues 
• Movie Minute 
• Silver Screen
• Small Bites
• Where To Go
• Entertainment

SHARE THIS STORY

Reddit

Digg

del.icio.us

Google

Yahoo

• How Does It Work?

SITE TOOLS

E-mail This

Print This

Newsletters:

Sign up for breaking
news updates from
The Plain Dealer

Cleveland, Intermittent Clouds 33° F   • Complete Forecast | Homepage | Site Index | RSS Feeds | About Us | Contact Us | Advertise

NEWS LOCAL BUSINESS SPORTS BLOGS MULTIMEDIA ENTERTAINMENT LIVING JOBS AUTOS
REAL

ESTATE
CLASSIFIEDS SHOPPING

Enter Keyword(s)

http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf/510012330/SponsorLeft/CLEVELANDLIVE/CL_SITESPON_01/sponsorC5_130x60.jpg/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf/1516619331/SponsorRight/CLEVELANDLIVE/LivNat02_CL_Entert_SponRt/BuyTix_email_100x45.gif/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/friday/1199352893197301.xml&coll=2
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/friday/1199352853197300.xml&coll=2
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/friday/1199352729197300.xml&coll=2
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer
http://blog.cleveland.com/entertainment/2007/12/the_morning_after_174.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/entertainment/2007/12/afternoon_buzz_153.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/reviews/2007/12/citymusic_cleveland_delivers_f.html
http://blog.cleveland.com/reviews/2007/12/a_christmas_story_just_doesnt.html
http://video.ap.org/vws/search/aspx/ap.aspx?t=s61&p=enapentertainment_enapentertainment&g=entertainmentminute&f=advoh
http://www.cleveland.com/forums/index.ssf?/forums/entertainment.ssf
http://www.cleveland.com/forums/arts/index.ssf?extlink?artid=1368
http://www.cleveland.com/forums/profile.ssf?nickname=Avalon7
http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/tacoda/140352269/Rectangle/CLEVELANDLIVE/FootballFan_CL_ROS_House/20070905_CLE250250.jpg/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/xml/story/yf/yfilm/460524372/StoryAd/CLEVELANDLIVE/TACODA_REMNANT_CL03/tacoda_300X250_cl_dlvy.html/31386239666138633437376539396630?460524372
http://ads.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/xml/story/yf/yfilm/460524372/StoryAd/CLEVELANDLIVE/TACODA_REMNANT_CL03/tacoda_300X250_cl_dlvy.html/31386239666138633437376539396630?460524372
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/friday/1192192236246240.xml&coll=2#continue
http://www.cleveland.com/pdsubscribe/
http://www.cleveland.com/plaindealer
http://www.cleveland.com/friday
http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/plaindealer/afterdark/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/plaindealer/artopenings/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/plaindealer/laughtrack/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/plaindealer/michael_heaton/
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment/plaindealer/shoptalk/
http://www.cleveland.com/auditions
http://www.cleveland.com/finearts
http://www.cleveland.com/clubs
http://www.cleveland.com/justannounced
http://www.cleveland.com/majorvenues
http://www.cleveland.com/movieminute
http://www.cleveland.com/silverscreen
http://www.cleveland.com/smallbites
http://www.cleveland.com/wheretogo
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment
http://reddit.com/submit
http://digg.com/submit
http://del.icio.us/post
http://www.google.com/bookmarks/
http://myweb2.search.yahoo.com/myresults/bookmarklet
http://www.cleveland.com/aboutus/index.ssf?/aboutus/affiliate_media/shareus.html
http://www.cleveland.com/sendthispage/sendthispage.ssf
http://www.cleveland.com/printer/printer.ssf?/base/friday/1192192236246240.xml&coll=2
http://www.cleveland.com/updates/
http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/tacoda/240268682/SkyScraper2/CLEVELANDLIVE/RealTrac01_CL_Real_House/realtytrac_160x600.gif/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf/367373731/Rectangle/CLEVELANDLIVE/FootballFan_CL_ROS_House/20070905_CLE250250.jpg/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://ads13.udc.advance.net/RealMedia/ads/click_lx.ads/www.cleveland.com/tacoda/194410326/Leaderboard/CLEVELANDLIVE/FootballFan_CL_ROS_House/CLE46860.jpg/31386239666138633437376539396630
http://www.cleveland.com/rss
http://www.cleveland.com/weather/
http://www.cleveland.com/aboutus
http://www.cleveland.com/contactus
http://www.cleveland.com/weather/
http://www.cleveland.com/advertise
http://www.cleveland.com/sitemap
http://www.cleveland.com/
http://www.cleveland.com/news
http://www.cleveland.com/community
http://www.cleveland.com/business
http://www.cleveland.com/sports
http://www.cleveland.com/blogs
http://www.cleveland.com/multimedia
http://www.cleveland.com/entertainment
http://www.cleveland.com/living
http://www.cleveland.com/jobs
http://www.cleveland.com/autos
http://www.cleveland.com/realestate
http://www.cleveland.com/classifieds
http://www.cleveland.com/shopcleveland


1/4/08 3:41 PMGypsy Caravan' film feels good, lacks substance - cleveland.com

Page 2 of 2http://www.cleveland.com/friday/plaindealer/index.ssf?/base/friday/1192192236246240.xml&coll=2

• New website for actress...
by popemj 12/17/2007
2:47 a.m. ET

• Grocery Shopping by
lcm6lax 01/04/2008
3:23 p.m. ET

• The Hearbreak Kid by
CHASS 01/03/2008
9:25 a.m. ET
• More

Hot Topics
• Arts Scene
• Book Talk
• Dining Reviews
• Entertainment
• Events/Concert Reviews
• Food & Wine
• HS Music
• Listening Party
• Local Bands
• Movies
• Nightlife
• Television

• All  Forums

of the people, like their music, is riveting.

But it does undermine the rhythm and poetry of "Gypsy Caravan."

That's not to say you won't want to sing and dance along to the musicians in Maysles' loving
valentine, though.

To reach this Plain Dealer reporter:

jpetkovic@plaind.com, 216-999-4556
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